
 

 

Elizabeth Burke-Gaffney 

Elizabeth has more than 28 years of experience in the energy sector having held positions of increasing 
responsibility for strategic planning, corporate structures, stakeholder relations, finance and governance. 
Through those experiences, she has honed her listening skills. Elizabeth can be available to the 
membership to address any concerns. A believer in life-long learning, she has continued to learn 
throughout her professional career, having received her Corporate Directors ICD.D designation and 
completed TSX-sponsored programs. Elizabeth holds a Bachelor's Degree (Hons) from the University of 
Toronto, a Master's Degree from the University of Oklahoma and has recently completed the Indigenous 
Canada certificate program from the University of Alberta.  

Elizabeth is currently a member of the Swimming Canada's Board of Directors, sitting on the Governance 
committee and is Chair of the Human Resources committee. She is a former competitive swimmer, at the 
national level and has since been inducted in the University of Toronto's Sport Hall of Fame. She is 
passionate about the sport of swimming, the betterment of the sport and celebrates the success of 
Canada's swim teams. Elizabeth also is a member of the Board of Directors for the Calgary Stampede. 

 

Zack Chetrat 

I have spent most of my life in the swimming world and have been involved at all levels – beginner, 
provincial, university, and national team. I started at Oakville Aquatic Club, competed at the University of 
Toronto, and retired from HPC Ontario. This broad range of experience over a long period of time gives 
me a unique insight into the sport of swimming in Canada.   

My career after swimming has been spent working in finance on Bay Street at two of the most respected 
asset managers in the country. My corporate experience has given me direct exposure to management, 
organizational development initiatives, and strategic plans. Developing and implementing a strategy to 
grow the business, while remaining within budget, has been the main goal throughout my career.   

Remaining involved in the swimming community has also prepared me to contribute significantly to the 
Swim Canada Board. In 2017 I started the “Canadian Swimming Alumni Club” which organizes an annual 
reunion for retired national-level swimmers in Toronto to keep former teammates in touch with the sport. 
In 2015 I organized “Bright Sport” which had Pan Am Games athletes volunteer at children’s hospitals in 
Toronto to give back to those in need. I also have experience within Swimming Canada after being 
elected to the Athlete’s Council for one term.    

Swimming is an incredible sport. I would love to offer my life-long experience back to it. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Dean Crawford 

I believe I am experienced and qualified in the core competencies requested for nomination. Firstly, I 
have a unique background in that I am an Olympic Gold Medalist so have a clear understanding of high-
performance sport. Also, I have been a swim parent, part of a group that founded a new swim club 
(Pacific Coast Swimming), president of that organization, a board member and president of a PSO 
(SwimBC) and a past board member and president of Swimming Canada. If have a unique view of the 
sport from multiple directions that lead to more rounded discussions and outcomes.  

While I was president of SwimBC, I realized one important facet being missed was for the Board and 
President to get into the communities and listen to the concerns expressed by the members. I started a 
policy of ensuring I attended one meet in every region to be available for these open discussions. This 
communication between the governing Board and the members is critical for the success of any 
organization.  

My desire to rejoin the Swimming Canada Board is to continue, and be a part of, the Boards important 
work of greater empowerment to the PSO’s, with representation on key committees and cleaner lines of 
communication between the office, Board and presidents.  

High performance sports and NSO’s as a whole are continuing to experience rapid change, I believe my 
background and other Board work position me to be able to provide insight to aid/assist and help move 
Swimming Canada through these changes. 

 

Michael Edgson 

Michael Edgson is one of Canada’s most successful athletes whose performances continue to rank him 
amongst the very best.   

The most decorated Paralympic athlete in Canadian history, Michael, competed international both as an 
able bodied swimmer as well as a Para swimmer during his twelve year career.   

Michael’s performance in and out of the pool earned him the BC Disabled Athlete of the Year Award on 
three occasions, and he was a finalist for the Canadian Athlete of the Year award in 1992.  

After his swimming career, Michael was part of the Victoria Commonwealth Games Society where he was 
responsible for the field of play of swimming. Inducted into the Terry Fox Hall of Fame, he was also the 
first Paralympic swimmer to be inducted into Swimming Canada’s Circle of Excellence in 2009.   

Michael has continues to contribute to sport in Canada in a number of capacities over the years 
including;   Finance Director - Canadian Paralympic Committee, Director - Paralympic Foundation of 
Canada, and Director – Swimming Canada.  

The only Para Athlete currently on the Swimming Canada Board of Director, Michael has chaired the HR 
Committee, is an active participant on both the Finance and Governance Committees and is the current 
Chair of the Sport Development Committee.  Committed to the furthering Swimming Canada through a 
Governance model, Michael is submitting his name for re-election to the Board of Directors of Swimming 
Canada. 

  



 

 

Tehani Mott 

I am a previous competitive swimmer and swam for Sri Lanka in the Pan Asian Games (2 Bronze) and 
South Asian Federation Games (4 Silver 2 Bronze) in 1991. I moved to the US and ended up coaching 
swimming. The thrill of seeing someone barely treading water to then swimming a breadth in the pool 
was just as exciting as standing on the podium being awarded a medal. I immigrated to Canada in 1994 
and swam for York University. My back issues just wore me down and I had to quit. I would love to serve 
in the sport that gave me so much enjoyment. To serve and contribute towards the advancement of the 
sport would be fulfilling while offering my knowledge and leadership skills on the Board. I served on the 
Board of the Canadian Mental Health Association, Peel Dufferin as Board Director for seven years and 
was Vice Chairman for two of those years.  

I bring unique public and private sector experience in Policy Development and Implementation, helping to 
address systemic and complex issues. My experience in Government relations and Negotiations helped 
resolve contract issues between Ministry of Health and Statistics Canada. My Strategic and Business 
Planning knowledge helped support and improve budget and planning processes within the planning 
team supporting the Ontario Budget delivery. I am extremely successful at building relationships that 
support the Organizational Development and the teams I lead by engaging stakeholders and delivering 
on key outcomes for organizations.   

 

Dawn Wilson 

As a long-time competitive, synchro, and masters swimmer, I am very keen to be considered as a 
candidate. Having benefited enormously from my experience in the swimming world, I would like to have 
an opportunity to give back to the sport that opened up a broad range of opportunities for me, as well as 
instilling in me a lifelong passion for swimming and being active.   

When I reflect back on my years as a young competitive swimmer, I realize that the sport instilled in me 
some very strong values around hard work, perseverance, self-esteem, and discipline. It also provided 
me with some of my most cherished memories: those that I spent with teammates training, travelling, and 
competing. As a Director, I would have the opportunity to be involved again in the sport that gave me 
such a strong foundation for a successful personal and professional life. On a more practical level, my 
former career as a Director of International Programs would allow me to contribute to the board at a 
fiduciary, strategic, and generative level.  

My experience on Not-for-Profit boards includes my current role on the board of Artistic Swimming 
Canada, past President of SIETAR BC (where I previously served as Treasurer and Membership 
Coordinator), Director at Large with the Prairie Inn Harriers running club, and previous roles on the 
Victoria Masters Swim Club Board of Directors, including Registrar, Secretary, and President. I have 
completed the Institute of Corporate Directors NFP Governance Essentials Program, which reinforced my 
interest and passion for working with not-for-profit boards. 


